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Introduction
Highland Park – Overlee Knolls Civic Association takes a great deal of pride in
presenting this Neighborhood Conservation Plan to Arlington County on behalf of
residents in HP-OK. The spirit of civic engagement embodied in this Plan provides a
firm foundation on which to build our future and preserve the quality of life in HP-OK.
Highland Park - Overlee Knolls (HP-OK) encompasses 34 blocks (approximately 175
acres) north of I-66. The neighborhood is bounded on the north by 22nd Street, by North
McKinley Road and Lexington Street on the east, and on the west by Quantico Street.
HP-OK is defined by enduring characteristics that make it unique and desirable as a
community. The Westover shopping area provides close proximity to shops,
restaurants and Preston King Post Office. The East Falls Church Metro station offers
easy access to Metro. Washington Boulevard is the only major thoroughfare, joining
with points east in Arlington and I-66. Yet for all these urban conveniences, the
neighborhood is intimate and inviting. Single-family homes line neighborhood streets
graced by mature trees. Public paths along I-66 and Four Mile Run and open spaces at
Reed School and Parkhurst Park provide common areas where neighbors can gather or
walk to nearby neighborhoods.
This new Plan reflects changes brought by the intervening years since 1982 when the
Arlington County Board adopted the original HP-OK Neighborhood Conservation Plan.
HP-OK reflects residential real estate trends as higher property values and a market for
larger homes lead builders to tear down and replace original homes, sometimes with
bulkier structures that are out of scale with other homes in the neighborhood. Traffic
volume on Washington Boulevard has more than doubled since 1982 to over 20,000
vehicles per day, and a third westbound lane may be added to I-66 along the
neighborhood’s southern boundary. The main building of Reed School, a familiar
landmark since 1938, is slated for demolition in 2006 to make way for a new Westover
Branch Library at the corner of Washington Boulevard and McKinley Road, and
Arlington County Public Schools intends to build another structure adjacent to the
library.
The HP-OK neighborhood developed recommendations in this new Neighborhood
Conservation Plan to provide a blueprint for the future designed to ensure our quality of
life. As of 2000, there were 613 households in the HP-OK neighborhood. Of these
households, 108 (17.62%) responded to the survey distributed to all 613 households in
spring, 2002. HP-OK Civic Association also sponsored a Neighborhood Conservation
Open House to receive input from residents and explain the Neighborhood
Conservation Program.
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Recommendations in this Plan reflect concerns from the survey and neighborhood
issues that members of HP-OK Civic Association have discussed and emphasized with
County government. Seventy-one percent of survey respondents favored expansion of
Westover Library and the community is still eager for its construction. However, the
Plan qualifies neighborhood support based on favorable action regarding preservation
of open space, concerns about parking capacity, and other neighborhood
recommendations. Renovation of Parkhurst Park is long overdue despite longstanding
appeals to the County for improvements. Washington Boulevard is slated for
consideration under Arlington County’s new Arterial Traffic Management Program, and
various recommendations are designed to improve pedestrian and traffic safety on
Washington Boulevard and other streets. HP-OK is recommending that Arlington
County allow exceptions to the current policy mandating sidewalk installation on all curb
and gutter projects. Recent surges in graffiti on public property also concern the
neighborhood.

Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Civic Association Boundary
5

Demographic Profile
Highland Park-Overlee Civic Association
1990
TOTAL POPULATION
TOTAL NON-HISPANIC OR LATINO
Population of One Race
White alone
Black or African-American alone
American Indian or Alaska Native alone
Asian or Other Pacific Islander alone
Some Other Race alone
Population of Two or More Races

Number
1,609

2000

% of Total
Population
100.0%

Number
1,554

% of Total
Population
100.0%

Change
1990-2000
-55

% Change
1990-2000
-3.4%

1,574
n/a
1,456
15
0
103
0
n/a

97.8%
n/a
90.5%
0.9%
0.0%
6.4%
0.0%
n/a

1,505
1,474
1,378
17
3
75
1
31

96.8%
94.9%
88.7%
1.1%
0.2%
4.8%
0.1%
2.0%

-69
n/a
-78
2
3
-28
1
n/a

-4.4%
n/a
-5.4%
13.3%
-27.2%
n/a

35

2.2%

49

3.2%

14

40.0%

AGE DISTRIBUTION
Under 5 years old
5-17 years old
18-24 years old
25-34 years old
35-44 years old
45-54 years old
55-64 years old
65-74 years old
75-84 years old
85 years and older

130
225
89
339
369
172
119
95
58
13

8.1%
14.0%
5.5%
21.1%
22.9%
10.7%
7.4%
5.9%
3.6%
0.8%

102
238
79
264
275
282
152
86
55
21

6.6%
15.3%
5.1%
17.0%
17.7%
18.1%
9.8%
5.5%
3.5%
1.4%

-28
13
-10
-75
-94
110
33
-9
-3
8

-21.5%
5.8%
-11.2%
-22.1%
-25.5%
64.0%
27.7%
-9.5%
-5.2%
61.5%

SEX
Male
Female

784
825

48.7%
51.3%

785
769

50.5%
49.5%

1
-56

0.1%
-6.8%

TOTAL HISPANIC OR LATINO

1990
TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS
Family Households
Married Couples with Children
Married Couples without Children
Female Single Parent Households
Other Family Households
Non-Family Households
HOUSEHOLD SIZE*
1-Person Households
2-Person Households
3-Person Households
4+ Person Households

Number
590
441
184
197
27
33
149

2000

% of Total
Households
100.0%
74.7%
31.2%
33.4%
4.6%
5.6%
25.3%

96
213
126
164

16.0%
35.6%
21.0%
27.4%

Number
613
403
182
176
15
30
210

% of Total
Households
100.0%
65.7%
29.7%
28.7%
2.4%
4.9%
34.3%

138
215
118
142

22.5%
35.1%
19.2%
23.2%

1990

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS*
Occupied Housing Units
Owner-Occupied
Renter-Occupied
Vacant Housing Units

Number
609
599
499
100
10

% of Total
Housing
Units
100.0%
98.4%
81.9%
16.4%
1.6%

Change
1990-2000
23
-38
-2
-21
-12
-3
61
42
2
-8
-22

% Change
1990-2000
3.9%
-8.6%
-1.1%
-10.7%
-44.4%
-9.1%
40.9%
43.8%
0.9%
-6.3%
-13.4%

2000
Number
625
613
522
91
12

% of Total
Housing
Units
100.0%
98.1%
83.5%
14.6%
1.9%

Change
1990-2000
16
14
23
-9
2

% Change
1990-2000
2.6%
2.3%
4.6%
-9.0%
20.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990 and 2000 Census of Population and Housing (SF1). Tabulated by Lisa Fowler, Arlington County CPHD - Planning Research
and Analysis Team and Shirley Grant, Arlington County CPHD - Neighborhood Services.
* 1990 household data are from the 1990 sample data (SF3).
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Chapter 1 History
Land records for the neighborhood go back as far as 1730. The oldest visible links with
the present are lands once owned by Henry Febrey, who before the Civil War settled on
acreage extending from Lee Highway southward to Four Mile Run. His 19th century
farmhouse, Maple Shade, still stands on Powhatan Street, north of 22nd Street. Maps
from the year 1891 and later years show descendents of Henry Febrey owning six tracts
south of 22nd Street, ranging in size from 13.5 acres to 21 acres. Fostoria, the first
subdivision in the area, emerged between the Febrey land tracts and Four Mile Run
bounded by present day 18th Street. Fostoria was designed to take advantage of close
proximity to steam and electric railways that followed the course of Four Mile Run.
Frame houses and cottages built from 1900 to the early 1920s still stand on 14th and
15th Streets, McKinley Road, and Nicholas Street, recalling the days of trolleys, horse
and buggy, kerosene lamps, well water and dirt roads. Road access to the
neighborhood was by way of Lubber Lane, now the Lexington Street – 16th Street
collector road.
In 1907, the Fostoria property changed hands and the Arlington County Board of
Supervisors published a map with a new name for the subdivision, Highland Park. The
railroad stop continued to be the Fostoria Station. Real estate notices tempted potential
buyers to the pastoral setting with enticements of “cool air, pure water, all to make life
worth living. Three and one half miles from and 450 feet higher than Washington City.”
Following World War I and introduction of the automobile, a hard surfaced road,
Washington Boulevard, was constructed through the former Febrey properties linking
the community directly to East Falls Church to the west and North Glebe Road to the
east.
A new subdivision, Overlee Knolls, was
constructed in the mid-1920s. In the
decades to follow, population growth in
Highland Park – Overlee Knolls (HP-OK)
mirrored rapid increases in Arlington’s
population. Built in 1939 to accommodate
the influx of young families prior to World
War II, Parkhurst was an attractive
development of reasonably priced homes
around a park that the builder donated to the
community. Walter Reed Elementary
School and Swanson Middle School soon
followed, as well as the Westover shopping
area. Many homes were added after World
War II and subdivisions of smaller tracts continued into the 1950s. Only a few vacant
lots remained by the fall of 1981. The year 1982 marked the completion of I-66, which
7

covers parts of Four Mile Run along the southern boundary of HP-OK. Residents coped
with displaced wildlife seeking refuge in attics, chimneys and backyards. Originally
designed as a six-lane highway with a train track in the middle, staunch local opposition
resulted in a compromise with then U.S. Secretary of Transportation Coleman for a fourlane highway with no truck traffic allowed. Today, that agreement is likely to dissolve
with impending construction of additional lanes.
A detailed history of the neighborhood appears in Growth of a Suburban Village Fostoria,Overlee Knolls & Westover,1730-1998, Sophie Vogel, The Arlington Historical
Magazine, Oct. 1998, Vol. 11, No. 2, published by The Arlington Historical Society.
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Chapter 2 - Land Use and Development
HP-OK is composed primarily of low density, residential development with single-family
detached homes (zone R-6). There are no townhouses. Several rental apartments are
located in three colonial style duplexes on Pocomoke Street at 18th Street North and the
second floor of the Rice Building on Washington Boulevard. As noted in the General
Land Use Plan (see figure 1), the land occupied by Reed School and Westover Library
is zoned for public use (zone S-3A). The property at the southwest corner of McKinley
Road and Washington Boulevard is the site of shops, a restaurant and the Rice Building
(offices) at the western end of the Westover commercial area (zone C-1). Arlington
Community Residences, Inc. owns and operates a group home for mentally ill clients at
1612 McKinley Road. The Resurrection Lutheran Church on Washington Boulevard is
the only other site currently with nonresidential development.
The appearance and scale of homes are largely
defined by architectural styles common to the
1940s or earlier. Responses to this HP-OK NC
Plan Survey question were 98% in favor of
remaining an area of mostly single-family detached
homes. Residents place a high priority on
maintaining the existing character of the
neighborhood. Certain homes in the historic
Fostoria subdivision of HP-OK date from the early
1900s to 1920s, including a Victorian architecture
“painted lady” and two unique cement construction
homes on Nicholas Street, and other majestic
homes from the period with columns and wraparound porches on 15th Street. These homes recall
the bygone era of turn-of-the-century rural
North Arlington, a time when the whistle of the WO&D railroad echoed from Fostoria.
HP-OK is concerned about the potential demolition of these homes and the irretrievable
loss of their legacy. The sale and demolition of the Yellow House on McKinley Road,
once a general store (across the street in the Westover Neighborhood Conservation
District), highlights the vulnerability of historic Fostoria to redevelopment. HP-OK will
seek designation of Fostoria in the National Register of Historic Places, in order to
increase public awareness and encourage preservation of its history.
The extent and speed at which houses are torn down and replaced with larger
structures is a major issue confronting our neighborhood. Seventy-six percent of
respondents on this issue agreed that in-fill development should adopt architectural
styles and proportions that fit in with original neighborhood structures while 18%
disagreed. Most homeowners in HP-OK needing to gain additional space for growing
families have opted to remodel their existing homes, an approach that generally
9

preserves existing architectural styles. Yet notwithstanding the predominance of older
homes, new homes have replaced existing ones in several lots in HP-OK. Commonly
referred to as “in-fill” development, such new construction may lead to oversized,
obtrusive homes that are grossly inconsistent with the scale and proportion of other
homes and inappropriate for smaller lots. Other impacts include loss of trees,
conversion of open space, and consequent problems with runoff into adjacent homes.
For example, it is estimated that about forty trees will be cut down along McKinley
Street to accommodate construction of five new homes with garages and a commercial
building at 1612 McKinley.

Figure 2: Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Zoning Map
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Most redevelopment by builders or homeowners occurs “by-right,” in other words, in
compliance with zoning requirements so that no variances or notice to the community
are required. The HP-OK Civic Association requests that it be notified of proposed in-fill
development at the earliest opportunity (prior to permit application) in order to work
together with developers and property owners to achieve our mutual neighborhood
conservation goals. Under the current zoning ordinance, lot coverage can reach 56% in
R-6 residential lots. HP-OK Civic Association supports reducing allowable lot coverage.
The Civic Association supported efforts to establish coverage limits that allow
reasonably sized houses and prevent the largest, out-of-scale construction from
radically changing a neighborhood’s character. HP-OK is not against new homes being
built; we are simply striving to maintain the scale and appearance that defines our
neighborhood.
When the Arlington Community Residences, Inc. (ARC) group home on McKinley Road
was established in 1976, the neighborhood agreed to a long term permit for ARC to
operate a program to support transition of mentally ill patients to independent living.
However, ARC has not been an effective partner with the neighborhood in the
intervening years. Recurring problems with lawn maintenance and litter have made the
home an eyesore. It stood vacant for a period during which a water main broke and
flooded the front lawn. Questions have been raised in the past about adequate
supervision of the clients. The neighborhood requests that ARC reestablish
communications with residents on McKinley and the HP-OK neighborhood to avoid
further problems.
The County also has four stretches of right-of-way used by the community for open
space or pedestrian and bicycle paths:
•
•
•
•

Path along the sound barrier of I-66.
Path at 14th Street, between Ohio and Powhatan Streets.
Open space and bike path along the “Greenway” on Ohio Street/John Marshall
between 22nd Street and Washington Boulevard.
Grassy median on Potomac Street at 21st Street.
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Recommendation #1: Maintain Current GLUP (Figure 2)
Maintain the current General Land Use Plan for the neighborhood. Do not approve any
rezoning for “commercial” or “semi-public” use of lots now zoned residential unless
those lots will be converted to parks or open space. Similarly, maintain Parkhurst Park
as a Park, and do not convert the John Marshall/Ohio Street “Greenway” or other
current rights-of-way from open spaces to streets for automobile through traffic or to
public or private development.
Recommendation #2: Implement Zoning Ordinance Changes on Lot Coverage
Implement recently adopted changes to the zoning ordinance that reduce overall lot
coverage and the size of main buildings on a sliding scale from 56 percent to 45 percent
in R-6 districts, including HP-OK.
Recommendation #3: Arlington County should revisit residential height limits in the
Zoning Ordinance and reduce maximum allowable heights to prevent out of scale
buildings from towering over existing homes in HP-OK and other neighborhoods.
Recommendation #4: The County should consider a change to the zoning ordinance
to require developers or property owners to notify the neighborhoods of by-right, in-fill
development plans. In lieu of such legislation, the County should encourage developers
and property owners to notify the HP-OK Civic Association of in-fill development plans
(prior to permit application whenever possible) to allow for community consultation and
collaboration.
Recommendation #5: Pending completion of the historic building survey in HP-OK by
Arlington County Historic Preservation Program, HP-OK Civic Association will seek
designation in the National Register of Historic Places to provide incentives for
preservation of homes of historic value and architecture in the HP-OK neighborhood.
Recommendation #6: Arlington Community Residences (ARC) should communicate
regularly with its neighbors on McKinley Road and the HP-OK Civic Association
concerning activities or program changes at the home. ARC should be more diligent in
maintaining its property and supervising its programs.
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Figure 3: Highland Park-0verlee General Land Use Map
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Chapter 3 – Infrastructure and Capital Improvements
Streets, Curbs, Gutters, and Sidewalk
In 1982, when the first HP-OK NC Plan was developed, homeowners were required to
share in the expense of constructing sidewalk, curbs and gutters in front of their
property. This policy was changed in 2000 to provide full funding via the Neighborhood
Conservation Program to install basic street infrastructure.
The neighborhood survey asked residents to state their preference for infrastructure
improvements in an effort to prioritize Neighborhood Conservation projects. Eighty
respondents ranked improvements in the following order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

First placement of curb and gutter (31)
First placement of sidewalk (15)
Street paving (11)
Replacement of sidewalk (9)
Street lights (6)
Trees and Landscaping (6)
Replacement curb and gutter (2)

The following streets require first placement of curb and gutter:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Quantico Street between Washington Blvd and 19th Street.
Potomac and Pocomoke Streets between I-66 soundwall and 18th Street.
16th Street between McKinley and Nicholas Streets.
Madison Street between 19th and Nottingham Streets.
Potomac Street between 21st and Powhatan Streets.
Ohio Street between 22nd Street and Washington Blvd.
21st Street between Quantico and Potomac Streets.
18th Street between Ohio Street and Washington Blvd.
Nicholas Street between 16th Street and Washington Blvd.
Nicholas Street between I-66 soundwall and 14th Street.
14th Street between Powhatan Street and the bike path.
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The following curb, gutter and sidewalk projects are underway in 2005/2006:
1.
2.
3.

Nottingham Street between Washington Blvd. and Nicholas Street/19th Street
between Nottingham Street and Washington Blvd
18th Street between Washington Blvd. and Madison Street
Quantico Street between Washington Boulevard and 19th Street

Recommendation #7: Initial placement of curb, gutter and sidewalk and street
pavement repairs will be a high priority in the HP-OK neighborhood in the locations
noted.
Recommendation #8: Arlington County should accommodate exceptions to the
existing mandatory sidewalk policy to allow street repaving and curb and gutter
installation to move forward, in areas where specific conditions merit and the increased
expense of sidewalk installation is unnecessary.
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Drainage
There are at least four known locations where drainage issues exist at 5900 15th Street;
1400 and 1500 blocks of Nicholas Street; the public path adjacent to the natural area
leading to 14th Street on the north side of Ohio Street; and 21st Street between Quantico
and Potomac Streets.
Recommendation #9: HP-OK neighborhood requests a review of drainage problems
by Department of Environmental Services and Neighborhood Conservation Program to
develop appropriate projects to correct them.
Street Lights
Highland Park - Overlee Knolls is within walking distance of many conveniences such
as the Westover shopping center and East Falls Church Metro. Lighting is a main
concern for pedestrian safety during darkness hours. Approximately 25% of
respondents favored more lighting and identified specific areas for placement of lights.
In terms of style and aesthetics, respondents to the survey were 42% in favor of
installing “decorative streetlights similar to those at Westover” (Carlyle style) while 26%
were opposed. Residents petitioning for Neighborhood Conservation projects have
supported the Carlyle light standard used by Arlington County.
73% of respondents to the neighborhood survey supported switching to underground
utility wiring. Utility poles, and the excessive pruning of trees to accommodate
overhead wires, are one of the most unattractive features of public works in HP-OK and
Arlington in general. Arlington County needs to pursue opportunities more aggressively
with Virginia Power and other utilities to place utility conduits underground with the input
and support of property owners. Arlington County missed a major opportunity to install
underground electric conduits when fiber optic cable was installed along Washington
Boulevard.
The following areas were noted as having insufficient lighting:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Madison Street.
18th Road between Ohio Street and Powhatan Street.
14th Street.
Potomac Street.
Connecting path from Reed School grounds to 19th Street near crosswalk to
(between two houses on 5800 block).
Along the bike path.

HP-OK requests an illumination study from the County Supervisor of Street Lighting to
identify the areas where lighting is most needed. Following this study, specific
recommendations for improvement can be presented to the community. It may be cost16

effective to include lighting improvements as an integrated component of other capital
improvements undertaken with NC funding - for example, as part of projects to install
curb, gutter and sidewalk or traffic calming. HP-OK also supports the installation of
street lighting as qualified by residents and property owners through the County’s
established petition process. Residents should petition the Neighborhood Conservation
Program for streetlights as needed.

Recommendation #10: Arlington County should conduct an illumination study of the
HP-OK neighborhood and identify areas where lighting is most needed, so the
neighborhood can assess the highest priorities for street light installation and request
assistance.
Recommendation #11: Existing lights should be properly maintained. Trees around
existing light fixtures should be trimmed using appropriate arboreal and aesthetic
standards, to prevent illumination from being obscured by foliage. HP-OK encourages
residents and the County to trim trees and bushes from around existing lights to
improve their efficiency.
Recommendation #12: Arlington County should more aggressively pursue
underground wiring of utility lines.

Neighborhood Signs
Neighborhood signs were installed at three locations in 2004. A fourth sign was funded
for installation at Reed School and the site of the future Westover Center. APS
requested that the neighborhood wait until construction before installing this sign.
Recommendation #13: APS and Arlington County Libraries should work with the
Neighborhood Conservation Program to facilitate installation of the neighborhood sign
at or near the corner of Washington Boulevard and McKinley Road during construction
of the Westover Center.

County Sidewalk Policy
The Department of Environmental Services (DES) maintains a policy of not paving
streets without first installing curb and gutter to provide a more stable roadbed and
proper drainage. In 2002, DPW also began requiring that sidewalk be constructed as
part of all new curb and gutter projects. Sidewalks are important to pedestrian safety.
The County Board adopted this policy to encourage walkable streets. However, this
well-intentioned policy has backfired, and very conspicuously in HP-OK.
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Fifty-five percent of neighborhood survey respondents supported having sidewalk on at
least one side of the street, while 20% did not. The decision to install sidewalk requires
input from the affected residents and consideration of specific conditions on the street in
question. It may be a fair trade-off to require adjacent property owners to give up some
space to enhance their street. But sidewalk requires an additional five to six feet of
right-of-way, and a one-size-fits-all policy does not encourage compromise. The HP-OK
community is located in a rolling terrain, thus the name, Highland Park – Over Lee
Knolls. Installing sidewalk on steeply graded areas requires installation of retaining walls
and would reduce green space, remove mature trees and impact landscaping.
Furthermore, installing sidewalk where no pedestrian hazards exist is wasteful of limited
Neighborhood Conservation funds.
The neighborhood does not support a mandatory sidewalk policy with no exceptions.
The county position has led to an impasse and effectively stopped Neighborhood
Conservation funding from going forward in some cases. In order to get their streets
repaved and curb and gutter installed, 60 percent of residents on each affected street
must also favor sidewalks along at least one side of the street. Repaving and initial
installation of curb and gutter are urgently needed at the Potomac and Pokomoke
Streets cul-de-sac off North18th Street. However, adjacent homeowners rejected
sidewalk as unnecessary when confronted with the mandatory sidewalk policy on two
petitions. There is no through traffic, and the path along the sound barrier provides
pedestrian access to the bridge over I-66 from other points in the neighborhood.
Neighbors along an irregular width of steeply graded and crumbling 16th Street between
Nicholas Street and McKinley Road also find the sidewalk requirement troublesome.
HP-OK is seeking resolution of this problem with the County and residents on those
streets.
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Chapter 4 – Transportation, Traffic, and Pedestrian Safety
Introduction
The Highland Park-Overlee Knolls Civic Association is bisected by a well-traveled
commuter route and residential artery, Washington Boulevard. Ohio and Lexington
Streets are classified as Neighborhood Principal Streets and receive through traffic, as
do other streets within HP-OK’s boundaries. The common element of all of these roads
is that they are residential streets, with single family homes, also used by pedestrians
and bicyclists. The civic association is in agreement that all roads within its boundaries
should be safe for all who travel on them—whether by foot, car, or bicycle--and that
measures should be taken to ensure safety with
community input. These include ensuring that cars
travel at the posted speed limits; grass strips exist as
a safety buffer for pedestrians on major arterial
roads; intersections are free of obstructions;
pedestrian crossings are safe; and, where residents
are in agreement, sidewalks exist for safe pedestrian
travel.

History of Transportation and Traffic in HP-OK
The Highland Park subdivision in 1907 enjoyed an idyllic seclusion. The electric
railroad along Four Mile Run provided access to Rosslyn and the Nation’s capital as
well as to Falls Church and Vienna. Lubber Lane, at the northeast corner of the
triangular subdivision, enabled horse and buggy to reach neighboring parts of the
County. All streets within the subdivision were local. The construction of Memorial
Drive (now Washington Boulevard) in the early 1920’s introduced through traffic. With
the opening in the late 1980s of the I-66 overpass at Ohio Street, the latter became an
active secondary arterial road. Other roads
within the civic association that experience
higher volumes of vehicular traffic are Lexington
Street, North 22nd Street, McKinley Road, and
18th Street between Washington Boulevard and
Lexington Street, which serves as access to the
Westover Shopping Center parking lot, the
Reed School, and egress from the Westover
Library.
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Survey of Residents
As indicated by our survey of HP-OK residents, our community has concerns about
traffic moving through the neighborhood. A majority of residents (60%) are concerned or
extremely concerned that vehicles are exceeding the posted speed limits. Sixty-two
percent believe that there are intersections in the neighborhood that are difficult to
maneuver due to traffic flow, speed, visual obstructions, or the road configuration. Fiftyeight percent of residents say that there are areas in the neighborhood where traffic
may create a safety hazard for school children or other pedestrians.
Washington Boulevard
In the 1940’s when the area represented by the HP-OK Civic Association began
growing, the capacity of Washington Boulevard was not expected to reach several
thousand cars per day. In 1982, an average of 9,000 traveled the Boulevard daily. In
2001, the number greatly increased to approximately 20,000. Both volume and speed
of traffic are concerns for HP-OK residents. There is a clear need to better manage the
traffic that travels through our neighborhood to ensure pedestrian and vehicle safety.
Recommendation #14: Pursue General Structural Improvements to Enhance Safety on
Washington Boulevard Consistent with the County’s Arterial Transportation
Management Study. Designate Washington Boulevard as a “Residential Street” under
the ATM classification.
In order to improve the safety along Washington Boulevard, several structural
modifications may be necessary. In 2004, the County conducted a study of several
arterial streets in Arlington, including Washington
Boulevard, and issued a report with recommendations to
enhance safety and efficiency of travel by all modes
(pedestrians, bicyclists and cars) through a balanced
approach to design and operation of arterials – in context
with their surrounding land use. Measures from the ATM
Tool Box from the Arterial Management Transportation
(ATM) Study (November 2004) should be considered, not
only to improve safety but beautify the street, as well. The
civic association also recommends that the section of
Washington Boulevard within its boundaries be designated
as a “residential street” under the proposed street
classification in the ATM Study. Some of the measures for
structural improvements that could be considered via the
ATM process, after community input include:
•

Narrowing of traffic lanes on Washington Boulevard
20

•
•
•
•

Installation of grass landscaping strips between the sidewalk
Expansion of existing landscaping strips and sidewalks
Installation of curb nubs at intersections to increase radii, slow turning
vehicles and assist pedestrians in safely crossing the street
Installation of median with trees

Recommendation #15: Expedite improvements to the south side of the 6100 block of
Washington Boulevard to increase safety, including street narrowing and a grass buffer
strip between the sidewalk and the curb.
Recommendation #16: Assess crossing hazards at the intersection of McKinley Road
and Washington Boulevard and take actions to improve pedestrian safety.
Unlike other stretches of Washington Boulevard within the civic association, which
generally have a single lane of travel, the eastbound traffic in the 6100 block of
Washington Boulevard tends to make two lanes of traffic, although only a single lane is
marked. Motorists turning right on North Ohio Street tend to move to the right around
moving and stopped eastbound traffic. These vehicles are passing perilously close to
pedestrians on the sidewalk. This situation has been mitigated somewhat by the
painting of lines in May of 2005, which were put there to indicate that it is a single lane
of travel. However a dangerous situation still exists because many cars ignore the
painted lines. Permanent, physical barriers are needed, including curb nubs and the
installation of a grass strip to (1) narrow the road way so that a single lane of traffic can
proceed; and (2) to provide a buffer for pedestrians from the eastbound traffic.1
Recommendation #17: Enforce Speed Limit on Washington Boulevard.

At any time during the day, motorists can be observed exceeding the posted speed limit
of 30 m.p.h. Especially in the early morning hours and late at night, when traffic is light,
motorists are observed traveling well above the posted speed limit. The civic
association recommends police enforcement of the speed limit, especially in the early
morning hours when pedestrians are present.
1

NOTE: In a December 2003 letter to the HP-OK president, R.S Kem, then the director of the Arlington County Department of
Public Works, agreed with this proposed solution to the safety problem in the 6100 block and wrote that Arlington County officials
understand that “…the community favors rebuilding the sidewalk to include a wide walkway, and a landscape and utility strip.” The
letter went on to state that such a rebuilding “should prevent the problem of cars illegally passing, and will provide greater separation
and safety for the pedestrians on the walkway...Arlington Department of Public Works will evaluate how best to fund the proposed
project in the upcoming 2005-2010 Capital Improvement Program. As it is likely to take several years to fund and construct the
project, County staff will continue to work with the community to identify short term efforts such as signage and Police enforcement
that may address the safety concerns.”
The County has also signaled its willingness to work with the Virginia Department of Transportation in making improvements to
Washington Boulevard, since it is a state road.
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Recommendation #18: Improve pedestrian safety with a delayed green light at
Washington Boulevard and North Ohio Street.
The intersection of Washington Boulevard and North Ohio Street is a dangerous
intersection for pedestrians. Often, northbound traffic turning left (westbound) on to
Washington Boulevard from North Ohio Street enters the intersection without regard to
pedestrians in the crosswalk. The cars are entering the intersection below grade with
an obstructed view of the intersection, and often at excessive spend in order to “make
the light.” As a result, cars are turning across the crosswalk just as pedestrians are in
the middle of the street. On several occasions, pedestrians nearly have been hit. The
civic association recommends a delayed green light for motorists to give pedestrians an
opportunity to get across the street before cars are given the green light to turn left.
Recommendation #19: Change classification of North 18th Street to Neighborhood
Minor Street. Address speeding and reduce cut-through traffic along 18th and Quantico
Streets with enforcement, radar speed indicators, or possible traffic calming measures if
necessary.
North 18th Street serves residents in an area of several
blocks abutting I-66. Southbound 18th Street ends at
Quantico and makes a 90-degree right turn toward
Washington Boulevard. Cut-through traffic from
Washington Boulevard occasionally uses the 18th StreetQuantico route in both directions. Although it should not
carry through traffic, the street is classified as a
Neighborhood Principal. This classification suggests a
level of traffic that is beyond the street’s capacity and
inappropriate for a back street. The section between
North Potomac and Ohio Streets is a steep grade that
encourages speeding. The 90-degree turn at North 18th and Quantico Streets has poor
sightlines that exacerbate the dangers of speeding and possible collisions at this turn.
Recommendation #20: Pursue Traffic Calming Improvements at Sycamore and
Washington Boulevard by narrowing eastbound Washington Boulevard.
Although the intersection of North Sycamore Street and Washington Boulevard falls
within the Arlington - East Falls Church Civic Association, HP-OK would like to raise
issues impacting on the rate of speed that motorists travel down Washington Boulevard
within the HP-OK Civic Association. Eastbound traffic coming off the I-66 overpass
enters the intersection at two lanes. Just past the intersection, the two lanes narrow to
one lane. Motorists, who are often traveling at a high rate of speed (there is no speed
limit posted on the stretch of Washington Boulevard between the I-66 exit and the
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Washington Boulevard/Sycamore intersection) begin to jockey for position where the
two lanes become one, often speeding up to get ahead of another motorist. This
speeding continues up the hill and through Washington Boulevard in the HP-OK civic
association, only slowing somewhat past the intersection of Washington Boulevard and
Ohio Street, when the road narrows and curves. The eastbound section of Washington
Boulevard from the I-66 overpass should narrow to one through lane before the
Sycamore intersection, so that traffic is already in line before proceeding through the
light. Possible uses for the current second lane of traffic would be to make it an
additional right turn lane onto southbound Sycamore Street, or narrow the intersection
for safer pedestrian crossing.
Recommendation #21: Improve traffic and pedestrian safety by approving the second
phase of funding to allow construction of the Ohio Street enhancement project.
On December 9, 2004, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC)
approved the first phase of this project to enhance street lighting, traffic safety and
appearance. The project will include installing a center traffic median on Ohio with tree
plantings between Washington Boulevard and the I-66 overpass. Narrowing the lanes to
ten feet should help to reduce speeds for northbound traffic coming down the hill from
the overpass, which frequently requires enforcement by Arlington County Police. In
addition, textured crosswalks will be installed at 18th Street and 14th Street (parallel to
Ohio) and across Ohio at the intersection of Washington Boulevard. New Carlyle
streetlights would be installed on both sides of Ohio and a portion of 14th Street. The
second phase of funding needs to be approved for the Ohio Street project to be
completed as designed.
Neighborhood Streets
Recommendation #22 Consider Installing a Four-Way Stop at the Intersection of North
20th and Ohio Streets.
The intersection of North 20th and Ohio Streets, along the John Marshall Greenway is a
potentially dangerous intersection due to cars traveling at high rates of speed down 20th
Street. Currently, there are two stops signs at the intersection, in both directions on
Ohio Street. However, this intersection is the gateway to the John Marshall Greenway,
which is often used by the children as a play area and adults for walking and riding
bicycles. The safety of greenway users would be enhanced by making the intersection
of North 20th and Ohio Streets a four way stop, and it would have the added effect of
slowing down traffic through the neighborhood.

23

Recommendation #23: Maintain the John Marshall Greenway as a Bikeway and Green
Space.
The John Marshall Greenway is one of the few green spaces within the civic
association. Residents enjoy the area as a place to walk dogs or ride bicycles and
children often use the area for games. The civic association holds its annual Halloween
parade on the greenway, as well as other events. The County’s master transportation
plan calls for the greenway to be converted to a road that would connect to Lee
Highway. The civic association supports maintaining the greenway as is between
Washington Boulevard and North 22nd Street.
Interstate 66
The HP-OK neighborhood is bounded on the south by the I-66 west bound lanes
between McKinley and North Quantico streets. The neighborhood includes many
homes that abut the highway or stand within a few blocks of the sound barrier.
The HP-OK Civic Association opposes the widening of I-66. HP-OK is very concerned
about the impacts of constructing additional lanes on the quality of life and community
integrity of our neighborhood, including the proposal for a new westbound lane that
would impact the neighborhood directly. Before asking HP-OK and other Arlington
neighborhoods to withstand further noise, pollution and property impacts, Virginia
should pursue environmentally sound, cost-effective and comprehensive solutions to
traffic congestion rather than spending more precious transportation dollars on
additional highway lanes that will quickly fill beyond capacity. Instead, much could be
done to improve the efficiency, capacity and ridership of our existing transportation
system, including I-66 itself. Motorists continue to ignore HOV restrictions. Regular
monitoring and enforcement, leading to higher compliance of existing HOV restrictions,
would help to increase the available capacity on I-66. Spot improvements to ramps,
merge lanes and ramp metering and “value-added” pricing could also reduce
congestion.
Moreover, increasing the utility and ridership of public transportation offers the most
promising long-term approach to meeting our regional transportation needs. Metrorail
upgrades, especially 8-car trains, would reduce crowding and accommodate increasing
ridership on Metro. Metrorail’s extension to Tyson’s and Dulles or express buses would
carry people more efficiently and offer viable alternatives to driving.
Recommendation #24: Rather than a narrow assessment of the benefits of widening I66, HP-OK strongly encourages the Commonwealth of Virginia through Virginia
Department of Transportation’s Environmental Impact Study to fully assess
environmentally sound, cost-effective and comprehensive solutions to remedy traffic
congestion problems including those state above.
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Chapter 5 - Public Facilities: Reed School and
Westover Library
History
Walter Reed Elementary School opened on September 16, 1938, largely due to citizen
support from Highland Park – Overlee Knolls Civic Association in response to
development and a growing school age population. During subsequent population
growth in the following decades, the initial four-room school expanded to a two-story
building, an adjacent wing of classrooms and finally the distinctive classroom-in-theround addition in the 1960s. Children were rezoned into adjacent school districts when
the elementary school closed in 1983, and the building was later utilized for the
Children’s School (County-operated pre-school and child care program), adult learning
and vocational programs, Head Start administrative offices, and various other Arlington
County programs.

Reed School and adjacent open space has long been a focal point for the community.
From the red-brick building near McKinley Street and Washington Boulevard to the
adjacent blacktop play areas, baseball diamond and fields, residents enjoy tee-ball,
soccer practice, basketball courts, sledding, and other sports and informal recreational
activities. The neighborhood strongly supports retaining these areas as open space for
informal recreation. The HP-OK Civic Association also regularly utilizes the multipurpose room for meetings, and holds its annual Neighborhood Day festivities on the
Reed School grounds.
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In 1996, Arlington County Public Schools (APS) sought to accommodate students from
Long Branch Elementary School temporarily during renovation of Long Branch, by
utilizing Reed School and installing eight mobile classrooms on the adjacent blacktop
and playfields. The neighborhood welcomed the students but opposed the loss of
recreational open space to these mobile units. Members of four civic associations,
including Highland Park – Overlee Knolls, worked with the School Board to
accommodate students in the existing buildings and by installing only two mobile units,
avoided the loss of valuable play areas.
Serving the community since 1948, Westover Library
is another landmark facility for the neighborhood. At
the urging of the community, it was relocated in 1963
from an apartment building to a newly constructed
building of 5,800 square feet at the corner of Lexington
and 18th Streets adjacent to the Reed School grounds.
In 1995, the Vision 2020 report noted: “This library,
which has the highest circulation of any branch library
in the system, serves users from all demographic
groups and has particularly heavy use by children.”
The report noted various alternatives to modernize and
expand the existing library, from renovation to a new
building.
In 1998, Arlington voters approved a bond issue to expend $8,000,000 to cover the
costs of expanding, renovating or building new Westover and Shirlington branch
libraries. Staff from Arlington County government and Arlington Public Schools (APS)
recommended demolishing the existing library and constructing a “multi-use” facility
shared by the library and APS at the existing site of Reed School, which required
demolishing a portion of the school. Highland Park – Overlee Knolls Civic Association
sponsored public forums and joined with adjacent civic associations in numerous
neighborhood meetings and hearings with the County Board and School Board about
the future of Reed School. A citizen Task Force on the Siting of Westover/Reed
Facilities supported relocating the library to the Reed School site by a narrow vote of 76. In 2001, the County Board and School Board signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to pursue constructing a jointly-funded facility at the Reed School site,
and created a Project Planning Team composed primarily of citizens with participation
by County and APS staff. The Team developed a plan for replacing the existing, older
portion of Reed School with the new Westover Center, consisting of the library on the
first floor fronted by a plaza, APS space on the second floor, and underground parking.
However, in June, 2004, the Arlington School Board
accepted the Superintendent’s recommendation to
withdraw APS capital funding to the joint construction
project. Because it could not be built without funding
from APS, this decision eliminated a proposed building
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design supported by HP-OK Civic Association and three adjacent civic associations
after more than five years of planning, exhaustive neighborhood input, and nearly a halfmillion dollars of engineering studies and architectural design fees. This action also
eliminated the 60-space underground parking garage, which the neighborhood strongly
supported to relieve parking congestion and to avoid conversion of open space at Reed
School into surface parking lots.
Next Steps
In the neighborhood survey, 71% of respondents favored expansion of Westover
Library. The existing library building is well past its prime and new library equipment and
services are needed. The community is still eager for construction of the library,
tentatively scheduled for fall, 2007, notwithstanding the diminished architecture, smaller
plaza and lack of underground parking in the revised design. However, Highland Park –
Overlee Knolls Civic Association qualifies this support based on favorable action on the
following neighborhood concerns and recommendations. The School Board
acknowledged community concerns about the number and location of parking spaces in
approving the original Master Plan in 2002. HP-OK joined with three adjacent civic
associations in a January 30, 2003 letter to the County Board and School Board
reiterating these concerns. The neighborhood continues to support preserving open
space from additional surface parking and traffic congestion. Increased patronage of
the new library will increase vehicular use, and a new building (Phase II) planned by
APS could significantly add to parking capacity needs. In addition, the neighborhood
has various other concerns about the design of Phase II. County demographics have
proved volatile and enrollment has frequently exceeded classroom capacity, requiring
the use of mobile classrooms or “trailers” in many schools. Among other issues, the
neighborhood recommends that APS design the Phase II building flexibly to be used for
classrooms if necessary in the future.

Recommendation # 25: APS should preserve existing open space at the Reed School
site and not encroach on the blacktop play areas or fields. Integrate and compact the
design of the Phase II building as much as possible with the Westover Library to make
open space contiguous and usable.
Recommendation # 26: Continue informal recreational uses of open space at the
Reed School site. The neighborhood does not support installing a regulation soccer
field.
Recommendation #27: HPOK would like to work with the county to monitor and
address disrepair of playing fields, pathways, and violations of “no dogs” signs.
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Recommendation #28: APS should take into account surface parking capacity in light
of demands created by the new Westover library, and perform a parking study based on
the actual patronage levels once the library is completed. APS should limit the
programs and potential occupancy of the Phase II building to avoid exceeding existing
parking capacity.
Recommendation #29: Design Phase II flexibly to allow future use of the building as
public school classroom space. Avoid any irreversible design constraints that would
preclude its future use for classrooms.
Recommendation #30: Pursue the highest architectural and landscape design
standards for both the Westover Library and future Phase II plans. Integrate the
designs to complement both the Westover Library building and Preston King Post
Office. Mitigate the visual impact of surface parking or other infrastructure.
Recommendation #31: After demolition, return the site of the existing library to open
space as provided in the Westover Library plan.
Recommendation #32: Offer library collections, services and equipment in the new
facility to emphasize young children and school-age children as well as adults.
Recommendation #33: Work with the neighborhood to mitigate the disturbance and
impacts of construction on adjacent property owners and traffic flow on nearby streets.
Observe Arlington County ordinances governing noise and construction times.
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Chapter 6-Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
HP-OK contains Parkhust Park, recreational open space around Reed School and
Westover Library, the Ohio Street Greenway, a natural area at Ohio Street and I-66,
and access to the W&OD and Four Mile Run bike trails.
Parkhurst Park
Parkhust Park is a horseshoe-shaped space, approximately 3.5 acres in size that
borders the back of more than sixty homes in the community. See figure ___. It is
accessible from N. 19th Street, N. 20th Road, and through a narrow walkway from N.
Madison Street. The upper, western portion of the park is a wooded path while the
lower, eastern portions hold swings and outdated playground equipment, benches, two
picnic tables, and a large playfield. During the 1950s and 60s two creeks that merged
within the park were enclosed in large underground drainage ways. In addition to
serving the neighborhood, the park is home to many songbirds, squirrels, and the
occasional rabbit and raccoon. Residents bordering the park have spotted
hummingbirds, hawks, bats, a heron, and fox.
Use
Neighbors use the park daily and throughout the day
residents are:
•
•
•
•

Playing with children on the swings and old
playground equipment.
Walking dogs.
Socializing with fellow neighbors.
Passing through on their way to the school bus
stop, Westover Library, Reed School play
areas, Westover Shopping Center, and the East
Falls Church Metro.

The park is an important community space for play activities and neighborhood social
events:
•
•
•

Classes from the neighboring Arlington Children’s School are brought on “field
trips” to the park during the school year
Neighborhood children enjoy building small forts and exploring the wooded
sections of the park.
Playgroups, picnics, and parties are occasionally held in the park. Each fall
residents gather for a Parkhurst Park potluck with children’s games and
conversation.
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•

In the winter, the park’s steep hills are popular spots for sledding.

Residents appreciate the informal, natural setting of Parkhurst and the connection it
brings to its neighbors. However, the park’s deteriorating condition has concerned the
community for more than fifteen years. The present equipment is ill-suited to the
community’s needs. The next-closest playgrounds to Parkhurst, at Reed School and
the Lee Community Center, are used by the Arlington Children’s School and Lee Center
Co-op respectively, and are not regularly available for use weekdays. Many families opt
out of visiting Parkhurst because the play equipment is limited in size, scope, and
safety. For example:
•
•
•
•

The platform to the two slides becomes overcrowded with more than three small
children on it at one time.
The un-shaded equipment is simply too hot to be safe or enjoyable for most of
the summer.
The tot-swing/sandbox combination is always hazardous for toddlers to navigate.
Equipment previously removed for safety reasons has not been replaced, leaving
a very limited play area.

60% of neighborhood survey respondents stated that they would like to see changes in
the public gardens in the neighborhood. A large number have participated in efforts to
preserve and enhance the natural beauty and sense of community that defines
Parkhurst Park. In 1990, a resident-formed Parkhurst Subcommittee of the Parks and
Greenways Committee presented the county with a draft master plan for park
renovation. HP-OK will continue to work with the county to plan, fund, and finally
complete renovation of this important neighborhood gathering and play space. Some of
the park’s issues have been addressed while other problems remain.
Parkhurst Park Neighborhood Conservation Project
Over the last two years, HP-OK has worked closely with Matt Latham, a county PRCR
landscape architect to scope, plan and approve a proposed Neighborhood Conservation
project for the following:
Improved accessibility
The park is easily accessible on foot and from the
sidewalks on N. 19th and N. 20th Streets. However,
no entrance currently meets ADA accessibility
guidelines. Plans to improve access and safety
include:
•

Installing traffic signs, ADA curb ramps, and
asphalt walkways.
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•

Repairing the narrow pathway leading to Madison Street, presently consisting of
uneven timber box stairs, rocks, and gravel.

HPOK residents do not presently see a need to add lighting to the park.
Erosion and Drainage Solutions
•
•

A 120’ French drain will be constructed behind homes in the northeast quadrant
of the park to improve drainage in the often muddy, slippery, and mosquito-filled
area.
Additional stormwater management, to make up for increased runoff from new
impervious surfaces associated with accessibility and playground improvements,
are included in the approved plan.

Playground Equipment
Replacing existing playground equipment is a necessary and eagerly awaited
improvement to the park. The neighborhood has expressed an interest in doing so for
over ten years. Creating the safe, sizeable, multifaceted playground outlined in the park
plan will serve the community well for years to come. It will allow for more children with
a wider range of abilities to enjoy the park throughout the year.
The plan calls for adding the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tot and school-age play structures.
Tot (bucket) and school-age (belt)
swings.
Ground level play elements.
Sand box.
Impact-reducing surfacing and
edging.
Site furnishings (benches, trash
receptacles, picnic tables, bike rack,
park signs)
Landscaping, including shade,
flowering, and evergreen trees;
shrubs, perennials, and grass
seeding.

Beyond the scope of the Neighborhood Conservation project detailed above are several
issues and concerns that require mitigation, improvement or ongoing maintenance.
Dog owners in the past have abused the privilege of the park by letting their dogs run off
leash. This has left the turf damaged with small holes and uneven areas of weeds and
grass as already noted. Residents are concerned for their safety and their children, the
cleanliness of the park, and the level of noise coming from the dogs and their owners.
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While the dog-walking situation has much improved, neighborhood survey respondents
most definitely do not want any part of Parkhurst to become a dog park, either by
designation or violation of County ordinances.
Recommendation: #34 Arlington County should approve funding and implement
renovations and improvements for Parkhurst Park under the pending Neighborhood
Conservation project.
Recommendation #35: Reduce erosion along the steep south side of the park
Recommendation #36: Maintain native vegetation, shelter and food sources for wildlife
by organizing efforts to control invasive vines and weeds and replacing large shade
trees as they are lost to age, disease, and storms.
Recommendation #37: Maintain turf, cleanliness and safety by enforcing existing dog
leash and poop-scooping ordinances.
Recommendation #38: Organize seasonal park clean-up and beautification days that
would benefit the park and bring the neighbors together.
Recommendation #39: Consider developing a plan for a community-building project to
construct a cob playhouse or similar structure that would complement the new
playground.
Recommendation #40: Ensure that rats and vandalism do not become a problem in
the park by properly using and caring for the grounds and equipment.

Westover Library and Reed School Grounds
As noted in Chapter Five, residents actively use the grounds around Reed School and
Westover Library for basketball, baseball, soccer practice, exercise, informal play and a
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sledding hill. A path and sidewalk through the grounds is a popular walkway to
Parkhurst Park, across N. 19th St., and Westover Shopping Center. HP-OK
neighborhood has been heavily involved in the plans for Westover Library to move from
its present location to a new facility at the site of Reed School, which will be partially
torn down. When this occurs, the former library site is meant to revert to green space.
Respondents to the neighborhood survey requested that the green space around the
library and school complex be preserved. Some noted that the playing fields are not in
ideal shape. See Chapter 5 for a full discussion of neighborhood concerns and
recommendations regarding this area.
Other Neighborhood Greenspaces
As previously noted, the Ohio Street-John Marshall Greenway stretches from the
intersection of Washington Blvd. and Ohio Street to N. 23rd Street, and includes a bike
trail and open space utilized for exercising, walking dogs, riding bikes, commuting to the
East Falls Church metro, and for the annual neighborhood yard sale. Neighborhood
Conservation funding in the early 90s provided coachlights, benches and landscaping
improvements. Unfortunately the benches have been targets of graffiti, and residents
have requested removal of the defacements.
While they do not occur in the HP-OK
Neighborhood Conservation area, the
W&OD and Four Mile Run trails running
parallel to I-66 are used recreationally and
by many commuters each day from the HPOK neighborhood. The trails are buffered by
pleasant green spaces. The community
values these trails and is concerned that
they might be lost if I-66 is widened.

Recommendation #41: APS or Arlington County DPRCR should recognize the
recreational value of the Reed School grounds to the community by properly
maintaining the grassy fields and blacktop play areas commensurate with their active
use year round. Control litter, maintain turf, regularly resurface the blacktop and
basketball courts, and fix erosion around these areas.
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Chapter 7- Crime, Safety and Environmental Concerns
Overall, responses to the Neighborhood Conservation survey and data obtained from
Arlington County Police Department (ACPD) indicate that serious crime is fortunately
not a major issue in the HP-OK neighborhood at this time. Appendix I summarizes crime
data from ACPD and HP-OK residents’ general awareness and concerns about crime.
While relatively safe, the HP-OK neighborhood is not immune to petty crime, as ACPD
confirms. Vandalism is the most frequently reported crime in data obtained for the oneyear period from August 16, 2004 to August 15, 2005 for non-traffic criminal incidents
reported within HP-OK. Vandalism included 11 complaints regarding graffiti, four
reports of vandalism to vehicles and three reports of other kinds of vandalism.
Apparently, none of the reports of vandalism resulted in an arrest. Ten larcenies or
thefts were reported during the year. All cases were disposed of as Unassigned
(unsolved?).
Graffiti is a major concern because of the stigma associated with this unsightly problem.
HP-OK is working with Arlington County DPRCR staff and neighborhood individuals to
combat urban-style graffiti markings on the noise barrier adjacent to the foot/bicycle
path on the north side of I-66. The section of wall from underneath the Ohio Street
overpass to the west terminus of the path at the intersection of 18th and Quantico
Streets is a frequent target area. The defacements have been more than six feet high at
times. Reed School also has been defaced.
DPRCR and Arlington County Police Department are in agreement with HP-OK that it is
critical to cover up or remove this type of vandalism immediately to discourage graffiti
artists. Graffiti is an insidious problem that can attract more serious criminal gang
elements. DPRCR intends to paint over the markings promptly, and then to remove
both the graffiti and the paint-over with sand-blasting equipment or high-pressure hoses
when resources permit. HP-OK Civic Association and residents will continue to notify
DPRCR as soon as possible to enable a swift response to graffiti. HP-OK is urging the
County staff to use masonry-colored paint to make the incidence of vandalism less
conspicuous and help restore the wall to a natural appearance more quickly.
Area of Frequent
Graffiti in
Highland ParkOverlee Knolls
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Recommendation #42: DPRCR should cover up graffiti no later than two business
days after it is reported with masonry colored paint and completely cover all
defacements. DPRCR also should remove any trace of these graffiti entirely within a
month by sand blasting or high pressure hoses.
Rat infestations can present a health and safety concern. Sixteen percent of 105
respondents to the Neighborhood Conservation survey indicated that they had seen rats
in the neighborhood in the preceding year. About a third of reported rat sightings were
on residential property while others were in streets or other public places. Rat
problems can be difficult to remedy and require responses and cooperation by both
residents and the County.
Recommendation #43: Arlington County Department of Health should vigorously
enforce ordinances related to pest management in public establishments, and pursue
pest management measures around Parkhurst Park, drainage areas or other public
places susceptible to rat infestations. It should work with HP-OK Civic Association to
educate homeowners regarding ways to remove conditions favorable to rat infestations.
Compliance with Arlington County Codes (Arlington County's Zoning Ordinance, Virginia
Uniform Statewide Building Code, Condition of Private Property and Noise Control
Ordinance) is important to reduce neighborhood nuisances and maintain health and
safety. While HP-OK believes education goes hand in hand with compliance,
enforcement inspectors should respond promptly to enforce these ordinances,
especially where problems persist after homeowners or businesses have been notified
of violations. These problems can include long-term parking of commercial vehicles on
residential streets, inoperative vehicles, abandoned appliances, run-off from gutter
downspouts causing flooding of adjacent properties, tree branches or shrubs from
private property that encroach on streets or sidewalks, and failure to observe
construction starting or ending times.
Recommendation #44: Arlington County Code Enforcement should respond promptly
to address health and safety code violations in the HP-OK neighborhood and educate
homeowners and business about the code and its importance to maintaining standards
in the community.
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Appendix I: Summary of Crime and Safety Data
Survey Data
This section summarizes concerns expressed by HP-OK residents regarding
public safety and environmental issues. Table 1 below summarizes responses to the
six survey items on the Public Safety section of the Neighborhood Conservation
Questionnaire.
Overall, the data indicate a modest level of concern with the safety problems
enumerated on the questionnaire. The only item endorsed as problematic by a majority
of respondents was whether there are areas in the neighborhood where the lack of
sidewalks, handicapped access, crosswalks, traffic lights, curbs or gutters create a
safety hazard for school children or pedestrians? Some 56 % of the 90 respondents to
this item answered in the affirmative. An examination of the written comments
associated with this item reveals that they were similar to those dealt with at length in
the Traffic Management portion of this document. Thus, respondents cited lack of
sidewalks in some locations and difficulty crossing the street in other locations among
other complaints.
Only 16 % of respondents indicated that they had seen any rats in the
neighborhood in the preceding year. About a third of reported rat sightings were on
residential property. The rest were in streets or other public places.
A mere 2 % of respondents noted fire or health hazards in HP-OK. The most
frequently noted problem of this type was dog waste in public parks.
A 56 % majority of respondents did not think that crime was a problem in HP-OK.
Fewer than 4 % of respondents did think that crime was a problem in HP-OK. However,
a substantial proportion of 40 % responded that they were not sure whether crime was a
problem. Written comments to this item complained of various kinds of criminal acts.
Two respondents cited automobile theft. Four noted incidents of breaking and entering
into homes. Four complained of thefts/break-ins involving automobiles. Most of the
other complaints involved items stolen from yards or porches.
The last two public safety items on the questionnaire had to do with law
enforcement. About 70 % of respondents did not think increased police patrols were
needed in the neighborhood. However, some 40 % of respondents indicated that they
would participate in a Neighborhood Watch program while another 51 % were
noncommittal in this respect.
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Police Report Data
Data obtained from the Arlington County Police suggest that serious crime is rare
in HP-OK. The data listed at Table 2 cover the one-year period from August 16, 2004
to August 15, 2005 for non-traffic criminal incidents reported to the Arlington County
Police within HP-OK. Most of the records contain case disposition codes such as
Unfounded (report of crime was not accurate), Arrest Adult or Unassigned (not enough
evidence or leads to warrant further investigation).
Miscellaneous crimes were reported as follows. A single sex offense was
reported, but the report was determined to be unfounded. One case of simple assault
resulted in an arrest. A reported arson was Unassigned (i.e., lacking in enough or
leads to warrant further investigation.) The investigation of the single burglary that was
reported was suspended after 90 days. The two reported incidents of telephone
harassment were disposed of as Unassigned. The sole report of child neglect was
determined to be unfounded.
Ten larcenies or thefts were reported during the year. All were disposed of as
Unassigned. Two incidents of fraud were reported. One of these reports was
determined to be unfounded and the other was of unknown disposition. There was one
report of stolen property that was closed by miscellaneous means (e.g., subject was
arrested in another state.)
The most frequently reported crime was that of vandalism. Arlington County
Police received reports about 18 such incidents. Three subtypes of vandalism were
recorded. The most common involved complaints regarding graffiti, with 11 reports.
There were also four reports of vandalism to vehicles and three reports of other kinds of
vandalism. Apparently, none of the reports of vandalism resulted in an arrest.
By contrast, the three reports of persons drunk in public did result in the arrest of
those persons by the Arlington County Police.
Taken together, these data suggest that serious crime is not much of a problem
in HP-OK. Nevertheless, vandalism, especially in the form of graffiti, is the most
common concern of those who call the Arlington County Police to report criminal activity
in HP-OK.
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Table 1
Responses to Public Safety Section of Neighborhood
Conservation Questionnaire
Survey Item

1.

Lack of sidewalks, handicapped
access, crosswalks, traffic lights,
curbs/gutters creates a safety hazard
for children/pedestrians?

Number
of

Proportion Giving
Response
Yes

No

90

56%

44%

2.

Seen any rats in neighborhood within
last year?

105

16%

84%

3.

Aware of any fire or health hazards
within the neighborhood?

101

2%

98%

4.

Think neighborhood crime is a
problem?

103

4%

56%

5.

Think increased police patrols are
needed?

93

30%

70%

6.

Would participate in Neighborhood
Watch Program?

97

40%

9%

Maybe/
Not Sure

40%

51%
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Table 2
HP-OK Criminal Incidents (Non-Traffic)
August 16, 2004 - August 15, 2005
Incident Type
Sex Offense
Simple Assault
Arson
Burglary
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Larceny
Fraud
Fraud
Stolen Property
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vandalism/DOP
Vandalism/Veh
Vandalism/Veh
Vandalism
Vandalism/DOP
Vandalism/Veh
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vandalism/Veh
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Vand/Graffitti
Child Neglect
Drunk in Public
Drunk in Public

General Location
2000 N. Ohio St
1400 N. Powatan St.
6200 Washington Blvd.
6000 N. 18th St.
6000 N. 22nd St.
1900 N. Madison St.
5800 N. 19th St.
6000 N. 20th St.
6000 N. 20th St.
1300 N. Ohio St.
1800 N. Lexington St.
5900 N. 15th St.
6000 N. 18th St.
6300 Washington Blvd.
6200 N. 19th St
6300 Washington Blvd
6200 N. 18th Rd.
2000 N. Lexington St.
1800 N. Lexington St.
2100 N. Potomac St.
6100 Washington Blvd.
1300 N. Nicholas St.
6000 N. 19th Rd.
1900 N. Madison St.
1400 N. Ohio St.
6200 N. 19th St.
6100 Washington Blvd.
1900 N. Nottingham St.
1900 N. Nottingham St.
1400 N. Ohio St.
1800 N. Lexington St.
1000 N. Ohio St.
1300 N. Ohio St.
1900 N. Nicholas St.
1400 N. Ohio St.
1500 N. McKinley Rd.
6000 Washington Blvd
1800 N. Lexington St.

Disposition
Unfounded
Arrest Adult
Unassigned
Suspended (90 days old)
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unfounded
Unknown
Closed

Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned
Unassigned

Unassigned

Unfounded
Arrest Adult
Arrest Adult

Drunk in Public
Harass by Phone
Harass by Phone

1600 N. McKinley Rd.
6200 N. 18th Rd.
5800 N. 28th St.

Arrest Adult
Unassigned
Unassigned
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Appendix 2: Staff Comments

Recommen
dation No.
1

Location
In Plan
Page 12

2

Page 12

Land Use and Zoning
Civic Association Recommendation Comment (Department)
Maintain Current GLUP. Maintain the
current General Land Use Plan for the
neighborhood. Do not approve any
rezoning for “commercial” or “semipublic” use of lots now zoned
residential unless those lots will be
converted to parks or open space.
Similarly, maintain Parkhurst Park as a
Park, and do not convert the John
Marshall/Ohio Street “Greenway” or
other current rights-of-way from open
spaces to streets for automobile
through traffic or to public or private
development.

Any changes in zoning or land use designations in
the County would be to ensure consistency with
the County’s vision illustrated in the County’s
comprehensive plan. The John Marshall/Ohio
Street Greenway is not currently designated on the
GLUP map. It is zoned R-6 and the GLUP
designation is Low Residential, 1-10 units/acre.
The entire length of the Greenway stretches from
Washington Boulevard to Lee Highway and runs
along side Ohio and John Marshall Streets. It is
located on County right of way and therefore is on
County owned land. Currently, there are no plans
to convert this Greenway for other uses. –
Community Planning, Housing, and Development
(CPHD)

Modify Zoning Ordinance on Lot
Coverage.
Clarify the zoning ordinance to reduce
lot coverage to prevent construction by
right of that are inappropriate for
smaller lots and out of proportion
compared with sizes of existing
homes.

The County has recently brought forward a Zoning
Amendment concerning Lot Coverage. On
11/15/05, the County Board adopted a sliding-scale
requirement that will reduce overall coverage in
each of the five districts zoned for single family
residences. For example, this Amendment reduces
the maximum coverage from 56 percent to 45
percent for the R-5 district (the smallest) and from
56 percent to 25 percent for R-20 (the largest).
Coverage limits for the other three districts—R-6,
R-8 and R-10—also would be reduced similarly as
follows:
•

45 percent in R-5 zoning districts, to 25
percent in R-20.

•

48 percent in R-5 to 28 percent in R-20
(with front porches).

•

50 percent in R-5 to 30 percent in R-20
(with detached rear garage)

•

53 percent in R-5 to 33 percent in R-20
(with a front porch and rear garage)

•

Most of HP-OK is zoned R-6. The goals of
the changes were to limits the size of the
main building, again on a sliding scale by
zoning district. Another goal was to make
it easier for “non-conforming” houses to
build additions. This is intended to
encourage renovations vs. teardowns. The
action also allows a main structure that
was destroyed by fire or calamity to be
rebuilt to its original size, even if that
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exceeds the new limits.
•
3

4

Page 12

Page 12

Arlington County should revisit
residential height limits in the Zoning
Ordinance and reduce maximum
allowable heights to prevent out of
scale buildings from towering over
existing homes in HP-OK and other
neighborhoods.

The County should consider a change
to the zoning ordinance to require
developers or property owners to notify
the neighborhoods of by-right, in-fill
development plans. In lieu of such
legislation, the County should
encourage developers and property
owners to notify the HP-OK Civic
Association of in-fill development plans
(prior to permit application whenever
possible) to allow for community
consultation and collaboration.

5

Page 12

Pending completion of the historic
building survey in HP-OK by Arlington
County Historic Preservation Program,
HP-OK Civic Association will seek
designation in the National Register of
Historic Places to provide incentives
for preservation of homes of historic
value and architecture in the HP-OK
neighborhood.

6

Page 12

Arlington Community Residences
(ARC) should communicate regularly
with its neighbors on McKinley Road
and the HP-OK Civic Association
concerning activities or program
changes at the home. ARC should be
more diligent in maintaining its
property and supervising its programs.

It does not affect houses with plans
underway. -CPHD

The current zoning for the majority of the area is R6. The height limits are that no building, nor the
enlargement of any building, shall be hereafter
erected to exceed thirty-five (35) feet.
The issue of residential height limits is not on the
County’s current work plan. The new lot coverage
ordinance approved by the County Board on
November, 15, 2005 will encourage more
appropriate-sized buildings in residential areas,
including HP-OK. - CPHD
Current County policy does not require developers
or property owners to notify the neighborhoods of
by-right, in-fill development plans.
Also, there are no mechanisms currently in place
for the County to encourage property owners to
notify civic associations of in-fill development
plans. -CPHD

Historic Preservation survey is underway. The
National Register nomination and research is being
contracted with Traceries, an architectural /history
research firm. Work will be completed within six
months and Historic Preservation Program Staff
will make a presentation to the Civic Association
when research and National Registry nomination is
completed. No National Registry nomination will be
submitted to State or Federal governments without
Civic Association discussion, vote, and approval.
-CPHD
Use permit U-2101-77-1 originally governed the
use at this site. While this site was regulated under
this use permit, there was an advisory commission
formed to work together with the Residence on
issues. (In 1988, the following was a condition:
Condition 1. A neighborhood advisory committee
shall be established in order to address issues of
concern about the group home and its relationship
with the neighborhood)
Recently, state law has changed, and this use is
protected and it can no longer be regulated by use
permit by the County. Therefore, the County no
longer has a means through the use permit to
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influence the use of the site. The County does
encourage the HP-OK Civic Association to
communicate directly with the Residence regarding
issues it may have with the site. If there is
significant code or other issues, the County still has
mechanisms to address those issues. -CPHD

Infrastructure Improvements
Civic Association Recommendation Comment (Department)

Recommen
dation No.
8

Location
In Plan
Page 15

9

Page 16

HP-OK neighborhood requests a
review of drainage problems by
Department of Environmental Services
and Neighborhood Conservation
Program to develop appropriate
projects to correct them.

10

Page 17

Arlington County should conduct an
illumination study in the HP-OK
neighborhood and identify areas where
lighting is most needed, so the
neighborhood can assess the highest
priorities for street light installation and
request assistance.

Arlington County should accommodate
exceptions to the existing mandatory
sidewalk policy to allow street repaving
and curb and gutter installation to
move forward in areas where specific
conditions merit and the increased
expense of sidewalk installation is
unnecessary.

When the policy was adopted by the County Board
to require a sidewalk as a part of a curb and gutter
project, it was understood that there would be
some flexibility in the widths of streets to be able to
accommodate a sidewalk. Since then, working with
the Fire Department, street width standards have
been developed for most low-volume streets that
allow a width of 22 feet (face of curb to face of
curb) with parking on one side, and 28 feet with
parking on both sides. It is very rare that a sidewalk
cannot be accomplished with parking on at least
one side, within the right of way. –Department of
Environmental Services (DES)
Staff will investigate the drainage problems
identified on Page 9 of the draft plan, and identify
potential solutions for the neighborhood to
consider. –DES

A lighting study was recently conducted by the
street lighting engineer in most of the
neighborhood. Generally, the lighting was deemed
adequate, but a few areas were termed
substandard. These areas were: North Nottingham
Street between 19th and 20th Streets, North
Nicholas Street between 19th and 21st Streets, 18th
Street North between North Powhatan and North
Nicholas Streets, North Potomac Street between
18th and North Pocomoke Streets, and 21st Street
North between North Potomac and North Quantico
Streets.
Staff can initiate action to add cobra lights to
existing poles if the neighborhood desires. We
would need a lighting petition circulated with at
least 51% of the residents in favor of new cobra
lights. -DES
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Recommen
dation No.
14

Location
In Plan
Page 20

Transportation, Traffic, and Pedestrian Safety
Civic Association Recommendation Comment (Department)
Pursue general structural
improvements to enhance safety on
Washington Boulevard consistent with
the County’s Arterial Transportation
Management Study. Designate
Washington Boulevard as a
“Residential Street” under the ATM
classification.

Much like Lee Highway and Wilson Boulevard
which parallel it, Washington Boulevard is a
principal arterial roadway which carries in excess
of 20,000 vehicles per day. This is a primary route
(VA Route 237) owned and maintained by the
Virginia Department of Transportation, not
Arlington County. It is an important arterial roadway
carrying a mix of vehicular and truck traffic
between Lee Highway and connections to I-66 on
the west and other arterial roadways to the east.
In the recent past, this roadway was rebuilt in the
HP-OK neighborhood with new curb, gutter and
sidewalks, narrowed travel lanes, nubs and new
landscaping. It was rebuilt to a 40-foot crosssection to provide parking on both sides of the
street. Most of the design features recommended
in the NC Plan update were included in the newly
constructed project. However, the street is not wide
enough to accommodate a raised median with
street trees (minimum street width for a landscaped
median is 55 feet curb to curb). Given the existing
portfolio of approved capital projects and
tremendous demand for capital funding to
complete these projects, funding for this project is
unlikely in the next several bond cycles.
-DES

15

Page 21

Expedite improvements to the south
side of the 6100 block of Washington
Boulevard to increase safety, including
street narrowing and a grass buffer
strip between the sidewalk and the
curb.

18

Page 22

Improve pedestrian safety with a
delayed green light at Washington
Boulevard and North Ohio Street

19

Page 22

Change classification of North 18th
Street to Neighborhood Minor Street.
Address speeding and reduce cutthrough traffic along 18th and Quantico
Streets with enforcement, radar speed
indicators, or possible traffic calming
measures if necessary.

As an alternative, staff would support the removal
of parking restrictions on the south side of
Washington Boulevard in the 6100 block to allow
residents to park. Parked vehicles would prevent
other vehicles from using the striped area as a
travel or right turn lane. Parking would be restricted
within 75 feet of the North Ohio Street intersection
to allow traffic to turn right onto North Ohio Street. DES
Staff is not aware that there is a pedestrian
vehicular conflict at this intersection. Field
observations have been made and staff have
observed few pedestrians crossing Washington
Boulevard at this intersection. -DES
The County has begun work on a new Master
Transportation Plan which will likely result in a new
functional classification system. The functional
classification of 18th Street North (and all other
streets in the County) will be considered as a part
of this effort.
Changing the functional classification of 18th Street

44

North will not change the speed or volume of traffic
using the street. The street was classified as a
neighborhood principle street in the 1986 Master
Transportation Plan because it provides
connectivity for this section of the neighborhood to
the arterials (North Ohio Street and Washington
Boulevard). This classification does not encourage
additional traffic to use the street, but funnels local
traffic from the neighborhood minor streets to the
arterials.

20

Page 22

Pursue Traffic Calming Improvements
at Sycamore and Washington
Boulevard by narrowing eastbound
Washington Boulevard

22

Page 23

Consider Installing a Four-Way Stop at
the Intersection of North 20th and Ohio
Streets

Staff will collect speed and volume data on 18th
Street North to determine if it qualifies for traffic
calming. If the street qualifies, staff will contact the
neighborhood once it has been assigned a spot on
the problem severity ranking list. -DES
The intersection of Washington Boulevard and
North Sycamore Street was widened about 10
years ago to provide the necessary capacity to
allow the installation of left turn signal phases on
Sycamore Street, and to completely separate that
phase from the phase during which pedestrians
cross Washington Boulevard on the west side of
Sycamore Street. With the large increase in traffic
at the intersection after the opening of I-66 in
December of 1982, including the left turn
movement, backups became significant on
Washington Boulevard. A few years after the
widening, a left turn phase was also installed on
Washington Boulevard. When there are left turn
phases at a heavily traveled intersection, it is
important to have two through lanes on each street
in each direction. -DES
Earlier this year, staff was asked to evaluate the
intersection of North Ohio Street and 20th Street
North for all-way stop sign control. Traffic data
collected indicate these streets have very low
volumes and no reported accidents in the past five
years. As a result, the request to install all-way
stop signs was denied since it did not meet
warrants.
Staff did install additional pedestrian crossing
warning signs and had vegetation trimmed to
improve visibility. -DES
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23

Page 24

Maintain the John Marshall Greenway
as a Bikeway and Green Space.

The John Marshall/Ohio Street Greenway is not
currently designated on the GLUP map. It is zoned
R-6 and the GLUP designation is Low Residential,
1-10 units/acre. The entire length of the Greenway
stretches from Washington Boulevard to Lee
Highway and runs along side Ohio and John
Marshall Streets. It is located on County right of
way and therefore is on County owned land.
Currently, there are no plans to convert this
Greenway for other uses. –CPHD
When the County Board adopted the Master
Transportation Plan in 1986, the Board removed
the continuation of North Ohio Street from
Washington Boulevard to Lee Highway from the
plan. The County maintains the bike trail
connections though this right of way. -DES

Recommen
dation No.
25

Location
In Plan
Page 27

26

Page 27

27

Page 27

Public Facilities
Civic Association Recommendation Comment (Department)
APS should preserve existing open
space at the Reed School site and not
encroach on the blacktop play areas or
fields. Integrate and compact the
design of the Phase II building as
much as possible with the Westover
Library to make open space
contiguous and usable.

Preservation of open space is an APS goal;
however, specific footprint size and location for the
Reed School will be dependent on many factors.
The surrounding civic associations are well
represented on the Reed Building Level Planning
Committee, the group that will participate in the
design development and will ensure that these
concerns are adequately represented. –Arlington
Public Schools (APS)

Continue informal recreational uses of
open space at the Reed School site.
The neighborhood does not support
installing a regulation soccer field.
HP-OK would like to work with the
county to monitor and address
disrepair of playing fields, pathways,
and violations of “no dogs” signs.

There is no regulation soccer field planned for
Reed School.
-APS
PRCR would work with the neighborhood to
address concerns about the playing fields and
pathways. Factors such as season, supply and
demand, and growing cycle affect the ability to take
corrective measures on fields. Violations of 'no
dogs' signs can be curbed by increased monitoring
by park rangers and/or animal control, peer
pressure and issuing 'park safe' banning for repeat
violators. Peer pressure is the most effective as
the feedback is immediate and personal. -PRCR
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28

Page 28

APS should take into account surface
parking capacity in light of demands
created by the new Westover library,
and perform a parking study based on
the actual patronage levels once the
library is completed. APS should limit
the programs and potential occupancy
of the Phase II building to avoid
exceeding existing parking capacity.

Staff will review and validate parking requirement
for the Reed School. The programs and potential
occupancy for Reed have been approved by the
School Board in the 2004 Capital Improvement
Plan. The CIP is available at
http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/finance/budget/dow
nloads/cip_2005-2010.pdf (see pages 69-72). APS

29

Page 28

Design Phase II flexibly to allow future
use of the building as public school
classroom space. Avoid any
irreversible design constraints that
would preclude its future use for
classrooms.

In general, staff works to design space to support
evolution in use and to adapt to future changes.
There are some unique facilities required for this
program, but flexibility is a project goal. -APS

30

Page 28

Pursue the highest architectural and
landscape design standards for both
the Westover Library and future Phase
II plans. Integrate the designs to
complement both the Westover Library
building and Preston King Post Office.
Mitigate the visual impact of surface
parking or other infrastructure.

Staff will consider neighborhood character,
including the new library and post office, in
designing the Reed School.
-APS

31

Page 28

After demolition, return the site of the
existing library to open space as
provided in the Westover Library plan.

Staff will study this during the initial phases of the
design project. -APS

33

Page 28

Work with the neighborhood to mitigate
the disturbance and impacts of
construction on adjacent property
owners and traffic flow on nearby
streets. Observe Arlington County
ordinances governing noise and
construction times.

Staff will work with the neighborhood to minimize
inconveniences due to construction and will comply
with all ordinances. -APS
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Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
Civic Association Recommendation Comment (Department)

Recommen
dation No.
35

Location
In Plan
Page 32

36

Page 32

Maintain native vegetation, shelter and
food sources for wildlife by organizing
efforts to control invasive vines and
weeds and replacing large shade trees
as they are lost to age, disease, and
storms.

37

Page 32

Maintain turf, cleanliness and safety by
enforcing existing dog leash and poopscooping ordinances.

38

Page 32

Organize seasonal park clean-up and
beautification days that would benefit
the park and bring the neighbors
together.

39

Page 32

Consider developing a plan for a
community-building project to construct
a cob playhouse or similar structure
that would complement the new
playground.

40

Page 32

Ensure that rats and vandalism do not
become a problem in the park by
properly using and caring for the
grounds and equipment.

Reduce erosion along the steep south
side of the park.

Options to reduce erosion include selective
planting, installation of barriers, and mulching.
Heavy pedestrian traffic contributes to the erosion
in this area. –Department of Parks, Recreation,
and Cultural Resources -PRCR
The Landscape and Forestry Section could work
with the neighborhood to install shade trees and
native shrubs needed as replacements or
enhancements to the park. The Virginia
Cooperative Extension Service can coordinate
volunteer days for invasive removal and control.
-PRCR
Violations of leash laws can be curbed by
increased monitoring by park rangers and/or
animal control, peer pressure and issuing 'park
safe' banning for repeat violators. Peer pressure is
the most effective as the feedback is immediate
and personal.
-PRCR
Seasonal community beautification/clean up days
are a great help to maintaining our area parks. A
volunteer day can be organized through the area
civic association. PRCR could supply trash bags
and services to pick up piles of brush or debris. An
'adopt a park' agreement can also be created for
individuals or groups who wish to make a
commitment to work activities at the park.
Neighborhood day has become a traditional time
for communities to come together and do
beautification projects. -PRCR
Safety and liability concerns usually preclude
community participation in the construction of play
equipment. However, PRCR would be interested
in working with neighbors on the landscaping of the
play area as a way to build community support for
a possible new playground. There is currently no
capital funding set aside for a new playground, but
Neighborhood Conservation funding could be
sought for this purpose. -PRCR
PRCR has not yet received any recent reports of
rats or vandalism occurring at Parkhurst Park.
Should a substantial rodent population
be observed, PRCR has a rodent abatement
contract that can be implemented to resolve the
problem. Awareness of rodent habitat by
surrounding neighbors is important. Piles of brush
and debris can provide habitat for both desirable
wildlife and undesirable rodents. The goal is to
remove vandalism within 24 hours of discovery.
The neighborhood can help by sharing their
observations with PRCR. -PRCR
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41

Page 33

APS or Arlington County DPRCR
should recognize the recreational
value of the Reed School grounds to
the community by properly maintaining
the grassy fields and blacktop play
areas, commensurate with their active
use year round. Control litter, maintain
turf, regularly resurface the blacktop
and basketball courts, and fix erosion
around these areas.
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Page 35

DPRCR should cover up graffiti no
later than two business days after it is
reported with masonry colored paint
and completely cover all defacements.
DPRCR also should remove any trace
of these graffiti entirely within a month
by sand blasting or high pressure
hoses.
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Page 35

Arlington County Department of Health
should vigorously enforce ordinances
related to pest management in public
establishments, and pursue pest
management measures around
Parkhurst Park, drainage areas or
other public places susceptible to rat
infestations. It should work with HPOK Civic Association to educate
homeowners regarding ways to
remove conditions favorable to rat
infestations.
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Page 35

Arlington County Code Enforcement
should respond promptly to address
health and safety code violations in the
HP-OK neighborhood and educate
homeowners and business about the
code and its importance to maintaining
standards in the community.

PRCR recognizes that the trails, paved areas and
fields are very important to the communities
surrounding them. Maintenance crews regularly
clean park play areas for litter. If a persistent
problem exists anywhere DPRCR will work with the
neighborhood to correct it. The Facilities and
Construction unit has responsibility to maintain
paved court areas and maintenance is done on a
continuous basis. Resurfacing or painting is
usually done every two years, or more frequently in
some cases. Sports turf is maintained through the
Sports Division. PRCR can work to correct the
erosion issues mentioned after details are
provided. -PRCR
PRCR works diligently to tackle graffiti as
described in this request. Staff will continue their
efforts to follow the outlined procedure. –PRCR
PRCR will continue to monitor for and remove
graffiti on the benches at the Ohio Street-John
Marshall Greenway. PRCR recognizes that trails
are very important to the neighborhoods
surrounding them. There is staff fully dedicated to
trails maintenance. The I-66 trail could be
impacted during possible construction, but our
understanding is that it is intended to remain open
using detours as needed. -PRCR
Should a rodent population be observed, the
County has a rodent abatement contract that can
be implemented to resolve the problem.
Awareness of rodent habitat by surrounding
neighbors is important. Piles of brush and debris
can provide habitat for both desirable wildlife and
undesirable rodents. Private property owners
should remove any such habitat on their property
as well as report any issues on park property. PRCR
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